
 

 

Dear Parent, The first week of our journey for kids started with teaching about contentment and 

hearing the story of Paul and Silas praising God while being locked up in jail (Acts 16-17). Part 

of the whole “contentment equation” is developing an attitude of thankfulness.  

This week, as part of your child’s journey, I am asking you to do two things: 

1. FOCUS ON TEACHING AND MODELING THANKFULNESS 

 Talk about things you can be thankful for. Two old-fashioned, tried-and-true ideas: 
 Make saying what good things happened today part of dinnertime and make 
 bedtime thank you prayers part of your nightly routine.  

 For older children, insist on their saying thank you to others through notes or 
 phone calls. This is an area where more is caught than taught. Do you practice 
 saying thank you to your children? 

2. GIVE YOUR CHILD A REGULAR TASK TO DO THAT THEY WILL NOT GET PAID FOR  

 Giving your child regular chores to do without getting paid teaches them 
 responsibility and teamwork. It's just part of their being a member of your 
 household. They should feel responsible for contributing to the family without 
 always getting paid for doing so. Things like making their bed, keeping their 
 rooms clean, etc. would be appropriate. 

 Responsibilities should increase with the age of the child. This is a lesson that will 
 pay off when your child leaves home. Not only because he'll know how to do 
 laundry, use a dishwasher, rake up leaves, etc., but also because he'll develop 
 the sense that it's his responsibility to do those things. 

 Be patient! It happens to all of us: You give your child a chore, but it's too 
 agonizing watching him take forever to do it or keep on them to do it. The 
 temptation is always to step in and do it yourself. The more you do for them, 
 the less they will appreciate your efforts. 

Next week we will be teaching your children about saving money and will be sending 
home Chore Charts. I encourage you to be thinking about chores that you would be 
willing to pay your child to do and then including the money in your budget.  

If you would like to share any creative ideas that you came up with or insight into these 
areas, please email me at cthornton@fbcelkhart.org. 
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